Hydrochlorothiazide-induced noncardiogenic pulmonary edema: BAL fluid analysis.
Hydrochlorothiazide (HCTZ)-induced pulmonary disease has been described as either an allergic interstitial pneumonitis or a cause of noncardiogenic pulmonary edema. The mechanism of this rare life-threatening side effect is largely unknown. Many patients show peripheral leukopenia and extensive immunologic studies reveal decreased levels of serum immunoglobulins. However, evaluation of the peripheral blood may not reflect local lung changes. Literature reports of bronchoalveolar differentials on such patients are scarce. Bronchoscopy was performed on our patient, and the lavage revealed a significant percentage of neutrophils (70%) and no eosinophils.